
Beginning in mid-May, Periodical Cicada Brood X will begin to emerge in populations in the billions. 
They will emerge in parts of SW Ohio, eastern Indiana, Kentucky, and in pockets of Tennessee, Mary-
land, Virginia, and Pennsylvania.  Adult cicadas live about 2-4 weeks, so you can count on their ritual of 
singing, mating, and laying eggs for about a 6-8 week period.

Cicada Control: Protect if possible...prune when necessary.

-There are no recommended soil treatments for cicada nymphs. Moles become your allies 
by eating these nymphs before they emerge.
-Chemical control for adult cicadas is di�cult, not 100% e�ective, and typically winds up 
killing good bugs in the process including our pollinators, while helping to increase our bad 
bug populations.
-Bottom line is there’s no major bene�t to spraying. The adult cicada does not feed, and is 
unlikely to be killed by residual pockets being sprayed on plants. Contact sprays may knock 
down a few adults, but more will be back the next day.
-For smaller ornamental or speciman trees and susceptible shrubs, your best option is to 
cover these plants.  White Oak Gardens has available 1/4” polynetting (14’x14’) that is e�ective 
to cover small shrubs and trees up to 8’-10’ tall and 5‘ wide. This should be applied to your 
plants prior to emergence in early May. 
-For larger trees, cicada damage is considered nature’s pruning. Larger established trees can 
withstand “�agging” or damaged branches due to cicada egg laying. Those dead branches/tips 
will eventually fall o� naturally.

Note: Younger, smaller trees and shrubs damaged by the female cicada laying eggs may require 
pruning to remove damaged branches/tips. Pruning out and destroying young branches that 
have been damaged by egg laying within a 3 week period after the eggs are laid will help 
prevent newly emerged nymphs from ever reaching the ground. This cultural control method is 
practical for smaller trees and shrubs but not for larger trees. 

There are more than 250 species of plants that have been noted as hosts for egg laying 
female cicadas. This includes many of the trees and shrubs in your landscape and yard. 
While not entirely immune, evergreens tend to be mostly spared. Most �owers, herbs, and 
vegetables do not need protection from cicadas.
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Description:
1.5” long dark body with reddish/orange eyes and legs. Clear wings with reddish/orange veins. 

Life Cycle:
Cicada nymphs live underground for 17 years and suck juice from plant roots After 17 years underground 
they emerge from the soil at night and climb onto nearby vegetation or any vertical surface and molt into 
winged adults (leaving behind their brown hollow shell). Adults live between 2 and 4 weeks if they are 
not eaten by birds, squirrels, cicada killer wasps, spiders, snakes, cats, and dogs.

Cicada adults do not eat and cannot bite or sting. Their goal is to �nd a mate in the 2-4 week period. The 
males are the noisy ‘singers’ , trying to attract females.

After mating the female cicada lays her eggs in twigs and branches of nearby trees and shrubs (usually 
1/4” to 1/2” diameter) using her ovipositer to slice into the wood. Several dozen eggs can be laid in one 
branch, with up to 400 eggs being laid by each female in as many as 40-50 di�erent sites. 

The cicada eggs live in the twigs for up to 6-10 weeks before hatching, falling to the ground, and burrow-
ing 6”-18” into the soil to begin their life of sucking plant roots for the next 17 years.

Damage:
Adult cicadas do not feed. Damage is done from the female slicing the branches with her ovipositor, 
which can cause the branches to die. This will become noticeable in the late summer. For larger trees 
this is typically not a problem and is considered nature’s way of pruning. For smaller trees and shrubs, 
it can be much more destructive, depending on the local populations of female cicadas.


